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AWUStiEWTS THIS EVfNK.
Firm AVENDS THEATRE, Twenty-fourth street..1nr Ai* Dkama or Diyocob.

LIRA EDWIN'S THEATRE, Mo. 7M Broodwar..Op ERABotrr c Lb Pont deb Soupkm.

NIBLO'S GARDEN, ItMnr, betwaee Prince udli uMon urwu.-Oui American Cocbin.

BOWKRT THEATRE, Bowery..TilE HaohtbD CUAM-
isbe-A Tlbbulb Temptaiion.

WALLACE'S THEATRE, Broadway aad 13th street.
Koeewale.
Ol.TMPlO THEATRE. Fro*dway.TlIE BallRT Pan¬

tonine or Hbnptt Drum.

BOOTH'S THEATRE, SSd it, between 5th anl «th in. .
Ha ML AT.

WOOD'S MUSEUM, Broadway. corner 3«h «t. -Perform¬
ances afternoon and ereninj;..Life is TUB SlBEETB.

GRAND OPERA HOUSE, comer or Kb m. and lid at.
lUK TUBKB GBAHUeNBN.

THEATRE COMIQUB. 514 Broadway..Cobio Vocal-
ItiMM, Mono iOAlr.

i NION SQUARE THEATRF.. Poarteenih at. and Broad-
w*y.-M.t,ao AcTs-BuBLFiiqcB, Ballet, Ac.

MRS. F. B. CONWAY'S BROOKLYN THEATRE. -
iioLii I'uer.

I'ARK THEATRE, opposite City Hall, Brooklyn..Wildt AT.

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HODSE, No. Ml Bowery -Nruno tcOBMTBlOlTlBt, BliULESQUBa, AO. Matinee.

BRYANT'S NEW OPERA HOUSE, 33d it, between Ctb
nud 7th are.- -Bkyant'8 Mi smite i.e.

SAN FRANCISCO MINSTREL HaLL, 585 Broadwar.
Tor sas I kancibco Mi.sotuxls.

ASSOCIATION HA 1.1., > 6»li street and Third arenue..LaOTliKF NY 1'EOFKBbOtl U02IMU6.

NEW YORK CIRCUS. Fourteenth street..SCENES in
a ii k Rir.u, AfnonAT6. Ao.

TRIPLE SHEET.
New York, Tuesday, December 5, 1S7I*

«o\rors of to-divs hfjuld.
fAOK.
t.A (I vertteemenra.
V.A<lvert»eemenu».
3.Wiuffiiugioii: Meeting or the Second Session or

I tie Forty-second congress; interesting Pro¬
ceedings in Both ilouscs.The President's
Message.

4.The President's Message (Continued from Third
Paiei.Tho National finances: Annual Reportof secretary r.otuwell ; Another Immense
Amount Off the Nauonal Debt; A Reduction o(
$;#,oi'o,ooo of Taxation Recommended.

3_Th<' National Finances (Continued irom Fourth
agei.The Currency: Annual Report of Comp¬

troller lluiburd.Tiic Postal Service: Annual
Report of Posticus'er General creswell.The
Interior Deparlnieul: Annual Report ol Secre¬
tory Delano.

6-Editorials: Loading Article, "The President's
Message.A Pracl.cal Plate Paper In the
.'.ciRof the AduitiiMratlon Recited uud In the
legislative Measures liecoiiimeuded".Amuse¬
ment AuDouncctnents.

7.Lduortal (Continued from Sixth Page).Tlte
I rince of Wales' lllucss -Fire in Warwick
Castle, England.Spam and Cuba.News froin
t cimany and Fruuco.Stormy Weather tn
Australia. Alexis in Philadelphia.Ml.ce,la-
neous Telegrams.Riisiuess Notice?.

fe.Hie Inienor Department (Continued from Firth
Paget.'Tue Navv: Annual Report of Secretary
Roucson. District Attorney Morris ou Siau-
iler-Sale ol Old Coins.Marriages and Deaths.

..Financial and Cutiimrrclal Reports.Knropean
Markets.Methodist Ministers' Muddle.Tho
TrouoMS of a Doctor of Divinity.Crime In
w diiumsburg.Cut Ills Throat-Death from
1 eiiow l'ever.Advertisements.

lO.Municipal Afraits .Comptroller Connolly's
Case.tediord'a It-'iiihsiieli.Proceedings in
the Courts-The Prooklyn Rclorm Move¬
ment Brooklyn Common Council. Kings
County Supervisors.bhipoiug Intelligence.
AUvcrUscnien:*.

] |.A'lvi iiiscments.
1 'i.Ad\ crtisemeuLs.

Tiik Reported Cahinki' Changes all
resolve themselves inlo the one fact that
Attorney General Akerman is to retire bo-
cause of a disagreement between liim and the
Presid-nt on the subject of the Ku Kluz.

The Grand Dckk is repeating in Phila¬
delphia the festivities which he enjoyed in
New York, although, of course, with that
modified enjoyment natural to the less favora¬
ble abilities of the one city as compared to
the other. He had a drive yesterday to Fair-
mount Park, breakfasted at Belmont Mansion
and attended a grand ball in the evening.
The Prince of Walks' Illness..The

Prince of Wales passed a restless night from
Sunday evening to yesterday morning. Ho
remained fevered and was still more uneasy
at noon. The gem ral symptoms were re¬

garded as favorable for Lis recovery notwith¬
standing. The people were hopeful that HiB
II <ynl Highness hud already passed the crisis
of tha complaint, but the attending physicians
bad nol announced the fact when the Herald
report was forwarded.

Tue Report of the Comptroller of

the Currency suggests the practicability of
a resumption of specie payments by the
adoption of measures providing tor the re¬

demption in coin of their notes by tue national
banks, but excluding from such privilege tho
d posits. He instance Xew York, where the
circulation of the banks is only tbirly-four
million dollars, while the deposits are over

two hundred million dollars.

Gameetta's Bt. Qubntim Speech..Gam-
beila's late speech at St. Quentin is more

remarkable for length than for good sense,
sound logic or disinterested patriotism. lis
brevity, certainly, cannot be urged as an

excuse for bis ooi having sufficient space in
which lo unravel himself. M. Gambetta, like
a distinguished American statesman, whose
name it is not necessary to mention, is a man

who is strongly addicted to a 4,my policy"
principle, and unless all other policies coincide
with that they are erroneous, weak and in¬
efficient. Gambetta, we think, inclinea very
much to this idea, and bit St. Quen'in
ajteech may be taken a« an evidence or it.

Butler Snubbed..The champion of Essex
i« placed second on the Judiciary Committee
ot the House and first only on so ius gniScant a
committ-e as that for the Revision of the Laws
ol the Uoited State*. This it supposed to be
ttie revenge which the regular republicans
choose to take upon him for bis guerilla raid
o i the governorship in Mamchugetts last fall.
It ia about as small a lii k as they could play,
aud it ia also a very impolitic one. Butler la a

valuable friend and a terrible enemy. It
would have been better for theru l ad they for¬
given biru his sine and invited hint inlo broth¬

erly communion. As they have declared war,
be sure lie will make war with them, and when
liuiler chooses he cm mike it more uncom¬

fortable for his foes and at the same time
»ttract more sympathy from hl« constituents
than any other uiau in the House.

w* PrwUeeA Meeeage.A Practical Stale
Paper la Dm Aeta af the AdaiaUtratlen
Keelteg aag la the Legislative Meesares
RecMtaraM.
The President's Message is before our

readers. It is an unpretending, practical
matter-of-fact State paper, which challenges
the general approbation of the country, both
in respect to the acts of the administration
during the eventful year that is drawing to a

close and in the measures of legislation re¬

commended to Congress. Its distinguishing
merit is that it is not encumbered with con¬

stitutional chop logic. Compared with the
annual Messages of bis *'illustrious prede¬
cessors," from General Jackson down
to Mr. Johnson, the great Sou'wes-
tern expounder of the constitution,
this Message of General Grant is a model of
brevity, though full of meat as an egg. Even
a brief review of half the numerous important
subjects in it touched upon would occupy a

much larger space than the document itself,
and so for the present our remarks upon it
will be mainly addressed to a few of the lead*
ing topics presented.

First, then, upon our foreign relations Gen¬
eral Grant, with an excusable pride, refers to
the Treaty of Washington and the legislative
measures and appropriations necessary to
carry its various provisions into effect. Mean¬
time, he has addressed a communication to
the Governors of our Northern bor¬
der States, from New Tork to Wis¬
consin, suggesting the action needed
on their part touching the reciprocal
free navigation of the St. Lawrence and Lake
Michigan, Ac., provided for in said treaty.
The ratifications of an important treaty of
commerce have been exchanged with Italy.
Through a conference at Washington an armis¬
tice has been established between Spain and
the South American allied republics. The
President next speaks of the visit of the Rus¬
sian Grand Duke as a proof that the Csar de¬
sires to maintain the cordial relations of friend¬
ship that have existed so long between Russia
and the United States. But.and this little
word but is a great mischief maker.but, says
our amiable President, "the inexcusable course
of the Russian Minister at Washington rendered
it necessary to ask his recall and to decline
to receive that functionary as a diplomatic
representative." In short, it had become
impossible to tolerate Mr. Catacasy any longer
in his ministerial capacity, and so he has been
withdrawn, and the "imperial legation has
passed into the bands of a gentleman entirely
unobjectionable," as we are glad to know;
and we are not inclined to be inquisitive as to
what all this trouble with Mr. Catacazy was

about.
We like the suggestions of the Message

touching oar relations with Japan and China
and oar commercial interests in that quarter of
the world, for thej are up to the spirit of the
a?e; and we rather like, too, the frankness
with which the affair in the Corea is stated
and turned over to the discretion of Congress.
We are, on the other hand, somewhat
disappointed in the Message in refer¬
ence to Mexico. Those freebooters
of the so-called "Free Zone" have
given and are giving us much trouble, and
General Grant, on this business and on tho
general anarchy in Mexico, bas nothing
stronger to say than this:."1 hope Mexico,
by its own action, will soon relieve this gov¬
ernment of the difficulties experienced from
these causes." We had hoped, Mr. President,
that you would electrify the country with an

eloquent appeal in behalf of humanity, civili¬
zation, and our manifest destiny and manifest
duty in Mexico. However, if we are not

greatly mistaken you will soon have to come
to this ultimatum as the only alternative for
law and order in our chaotic sister republic.
We guess that Garvey bas not gone down to
Nicaraugua, for, as it appears, we have
an extradition treaty with that eountry.
We join in the congratulations of the
Message touching the emancipation of the
slaves in Brazil; but we want a little more light
than is given us on those mysterious complica¬
tions with Spain upon Cnban affairs.those
complications which, so far as we comprehend
them, seem to us as involving an extraordi¬
nary American indulgence of Spanish inso¬
lence. And yet the President's representations
concerning Cuban slaveholders claiming to be
American citizens will, doubtless, bring ont in
Congress some very curious revelations on this
subject in the discussion of the constitutional
legislation recommended.

Passing from our foreign relations to our

domestic affairs, General Grant, first touching
upon the deurable reduction of the national
debt already achieved, thinks that we have
thus brought our national finances to that
satisfactory condition which will justify a

considerable reduction of our national taxes.
The information given by the Herald to the
public on this subject some days ago is fully
confirmed. Indeed our foresbadowiugs of the
Message in every respect were very near the
mark. On this home question of taxation
General Grant recommends "a modification
of both the tariff and internal tax laws," and
"that all taxes from internal sources bo abol¬
ished, except those collected from spirituous,
vinous and mait liquors, tobacco in its various
forms, and from stamps." In readjusting the
tariff he recommends the policy of the "greatest
good to the greatest number," and if a heavier
reduction is deemed advisable than the addi¬
tion or certain artioles to the free list, be
recommends "that it be made upon those
articles which can best bear it, without disturb¬
ing home production or reducing the wages
of Americaa labor."

That proposition is good for thirty or forty
thousand majority in Pennsylvania for Gen¬
eral Grant; and it joins issue so fairly and
squarely with the free traders that tbey will
now be compelled to define their position in
Congress and throughout the country. It
challenge* (he democrats and free-trade re¬

publicans to take the opposite ground of free
trade, tad it ia the only issue upon which Is
offered tbetu that complete antagonism which
is the very life of a political party out of
power agaiuat the party in possession of the
government. The Message spikes the guns of
Carl SuUurz ou the question of general am¬

nesty and on civil service reform j and the facts
recited and referred to by tho President con¬

cerning the Ku Kliix Klaus, leave only a

small mirgiu for political oapitai to Geueral
Blair on that question. The only undisputed
field, therefor*, left to the bolting republicans
and the democrats at a Injion oariv is the

field of free trade. It is an Inviting field and
full of promise; but will these outside poli¬
ticians, casting about for a new departure,
have the courage to enter it? That is the
question.
Upon the Army, the Navy, the Interior and

the Post Office Departments the representa¬
tions and recommendations of the Message
are generally satisfactory; and the sugges¬
tions in connection with the Indian tribes, the
postal service, custom houses, offloe-seekers,
the public lands, Ac., and in reference to
liberal appropriations for the improvement of
the city of Washington, oar national capital,
and for the immediate construction of needful
public buildings in Chicago, will surely be
carried out by Congress. Upon the Mormon
question the Message Is very explicit, for
General Grant thus defines his Mormon
policy:."Neither polygamy nor any viola¬
tion of existing statutes will be permitted
within the territory of the United States. It
is not with the religion of the self-styled
Saints that we are now dealing, but with
their practices. They will be protected in the
worship of God according to the dictates of
their conscience; bat they will not be per¬
mitted to violate the laws under the cloak of
religion." That's flat enough. But the Mes¬
sage saggests, nevertheless, an enabling
act from Congress (an old Idea of the
Hkbald) whereby the Territorial government
of Utah may legitimize and provide for the
polygamous children of the Mormon Saint9,
notwithstanding the general divorcement of
these patriarchs from their surplus wives.
This Message will undoubtedly create a

terrible excitement at Salt Lake City and in
all the other Mormon settlements ; for it
simply means the extirpation in Utah of
Mormon polygamy, or its removal from the
United States, as the fixed purpose of the
national administration.
To sum up this Message : as an exposition

of the doings of the administration in the man¬

agement of all the vast concerns of the several
departments of the government, on the land
and the water, at home and abroad, daring
the year which is now closing, it is a good ex¬

hibit of a faithful execution of the laws, an

honest disposition of the public money and a

rigid punishment of public defaulters. In the
next place, the Message in its recommenda¬
tions to Congress covers a budget of legisla¬
tive measures and reforms necessary or whole¬
some in their character. In a word, whether
considered as embodying the views of a states¬
man ambitious only to promote the material
prosperity and moral advancement of his
country, or as a political campaign document
from a candidate for another Presidential
term, this Message is well calculated to
strengthen General Grant and to weaken his
adversaries throughout the United States.

The Reopeuint or the French Assembly.
Yesterday the French Assembly was recon¬

vened and the sittings were resumed at Ver¬
sailles. The President's Message, the outlines
of which we had in advance on Saturday last,
and on which we commented at the time, was
sent in and read. It is a coincidence not nn-

wortby of passing notice that the United
Statis Congress and the National Assembly of
the French republic should have resumed
their sittings on the same day. The Message
of President Grant and the Message of Presi¬
dent Thiers are both of them entitled to be
spoken of as important political documents,
and by statesmen the wide world over they will
be read eagerly and with interest. President
Grant, in a clear, simple, intelligent
and satisfactory way, speaks the sentiments of
the people of the United States. Would that
we could say so much for the message of
President Thiers. The republic of the United
States, as is evidenced by all the official
reports this morning, marches on in ber tri¬
umphant career towards the achievement of
grander victories than she has ever yet won.
On the opening day of the French National
Assembly signs were not wanting that the so-
called republic nnder the Presidency of M.
Thiers Is trembling in the balance. It is our

opinion that the new French republic might
have had brighter prospects before it if Presi¬
dent Thiers bad pursued a wiser and a more

decisive policy. It is difficult to-day to
believe that the French republic can last over
two months. No man can tell what President
Thiers means, lie has found it impossible
to restore the House of Orleans ; be is not
much in favor of the restoration of the
Bonapartes; but he has done nothin?, and, se

far as we know, he is doing nothing, to estab¬
lish the republic on a solid and durable basis.
His do-nothing policy bas been one long, con¬

tinuous blunder. The French people in the
cities and in the rural districts wait to-day
with lees hope and confidence than they had
on the day he was elected to the Presidential
chair. What is coming they cannot tell. What
to do tbey do not know. The entire nation is
to a certain extent paralyzed. Paris is still a

dishonored city. Its theatres and hotels and
palaces are empty. Its boulevards are de¬
serted. Its citizens are idle. The indemnity
money, it is true, bas been faithfully paid to
Germany; but the treatment to which the
German soldiers who are still on French soil
are subjected is such that the public sentiment
of Germany is aroused, and Bismarck, who ad¬
mits the justice of the public complaint, is re¬

ported to be making arrangements for a

fresh occupation of some of the northern
provinces. In addition to all this President
Thiers, by ordering or consenting to the recent
executions, has made himself and his govern¬
ment contemptable, if not cruel, in the eyes,
not of Frenchmen only, but of reading and
thinking men all over the civilized world.
The present prospective troubles of France
are many. Our present and prospective
troubles are few. It is not for us to blame
France so much as pity ber; and while we

pity France we ought not to forget that we
owe much to an all-wise Providence, who has
given us a more goodly heritage in more

pleasant places. The time must come when
our government shall more and more be the
model to Europe; but so far as wo can judge
from the fresh experiment which France is
making Europe is not yet ripe for the enjoy¬
ment of the blessings of republican institu¬
tions.

Th* Mkmfuis Aoalonche regard i Frank
ltlair as a disturbing clement in the demo¬
cratic party. There is not much of a dem-
cratic party lor anybody to be a great deal
disturbed about.

The Assembling of C'oogress.Tbo House

Btisdlsi Committees.The PreaMent's Ao-

nusl Message.
The machine which sometimes goes by tbe

name of the "assembled wisdom of the nation"
was again set In motion yesterday at Washing¬
ton, where it will keep running with occasional
holiday intermissions for the next six or eight
months. The organization of the House was

completed by the appointment of its regular
standing committees. The constitution of
those committees is given in our regular report
of the proceedings. Mr. Dawes, of Massa¬
chusetts, the oldest and most respected mem¬
ber oi the House, stands at the head of the
most important of them.that of Ways and
Means.and will, therefore, continue to be
regarded as the leader of the House. Mr.
Dawes is a protectionist in policy, bnt not
to bo great and misohierous a degree as to
resist any proper measure of reform in onr

tariff or internal revenue laws. The second
and third members of the committee.May-
nard, of Tennessee, and Kelley, of Penn¬
sylvania.will make up in their devotion to tbe
principle of protection any lack of such devo¬
tion that may be found in the chairman.
Fourth on the list is Mr. James Brooks, of
New York, as fiery and ardent a champion of
free trade as Kelley is of protection to coal
and iron and other Pennsylvania interests.
But the trouble is that Mr. Brooks is now
where he oan only preach free trade to China¬
men, Japanese or other Orientals. Then cornea

a Western man.Flnkelnburg, ofMissouri.who
is willing enough to protect the iron and other
industrial interests of that State, but who is
just as ready, if he cannot do so ef¬
fectually, to join the ranks of the
free traders. Burchard, of Illinois,
and Roberts, of Utica, N. Y., are the
next on the list, and go probably under the
same category as Finkelnburg does, while the
last two members of the committee.Kerr, of
Indiana, and Beck, of Kentucky.are tho¬
roughly imbued with tbe principles of the free
trade school and have the ability and energy
to make their views and influence felt. It
will be seen, therefore, that the Speaker has
not laid himself open to any charge of par¬
tiality or unfairness in the constitution of this
important committee, or, if any leaning to
either side is observable, it is not to the side
of the monopolists.
Tbe chairmanships of the other principal

committees are allotted as follows :.That of
Appropriations to Garfield, of Ohio; that of
Banking and Currency to Hooper, of Massa¬
chusetts; that of the Pacific Railroad to
Wheeler, of New York; that of Claims to
Blair, of Michigan; Commerce to Sbellabar-
ger, of Ohio; Public Lands to Ketcham, of
New York; Post Offices to Farus-
wortb, of Illiaois; Indian Affairs
to Shanks, of Indiana; Military
Affairs to Coburo, of Indiana: Judiciary to
Bingham, of Ohio; Naval Affairs to Scofield,
of Pennsylvania; Foreign Affairs to Banks,
of Massacbnsetts; Railways and Canals to
Packer, of Pennsylvania; Revision of the
Laws to Butler, of Massacbnsetts, and the
Select Committee on Insurrectionary States to
Poland, of Vermont. It is not to be supposed
that these appointments or the general consti¬
tution of the committees give complete satis¬
faction to members; hut, on the whole, we

think that they have been as fairly and impar¬
tially distributed as it was in the Speaker's
power to distribute them.
The principal business of the day in both

bouses was the reception and reading of the
President's annaal Message, the main feature
and impress of which is the sentiment of
peace and conciliation at home and abroad.
Among the recommendations of the President
which will meet with general approval are the
revision and reduction of the tariff, the aboli¬
tion of all internal revenue taxes except those
on spirits, malt liquors, tobacco and stamps,
the absorption of the telegraph into the postal
system, a return to specie payments and the
encouragement of our steamship lines from
San Francisco to China and to Australia. The
Message discusses concisely these and a great
many other points of public interest and im¬
portance, and does so in a vigorous, terse and
pointed style, which does credit to its author.
Among the miscellaneous matters introduced

into either bouse were resolutions of inquiry
into the President's reasons and justification
for his suspension of the habeaB corpus and
the establishment of martial law in South
Carolina, and bills to repeal the income tax,
to grant bounty lands to the soldiers and sailors
of tbc late war, to revive the navigation and
commercial interests, and to provide for the
resumption of specie payment. Each Ilouse
remained in session for about two hours and
a half, and thus got fairly started on the work
of the loug session.
The Report of the Nnty Deportment.

Secretary Robeson in his report submitted
yesterday to Congress states that the Navy of
the United States now consists of one hundred
and seventy-nine vessels of all classes.sailing
ships, steamers (sidewheel and screw), moni¬
tors, cruisers, despatch boats, hospital, store,
receiving and practice ships, and tugs and other
small vessels.carrying in all thirteen hundred
and ninety guns. Out of fifty-two monitors
only one is now in commission, the rest being
either laid up at the various stations or still on

the stocks unlanncbed and uncompleted. Of
these one hundred and seventy-nine vessels
only forty are on duty on our foreign stations;
ten, composing the North Atlsntic squadron,
stationed along our own Atlantic coast and in
West Indian waters; fonr, comprising the
South Atlantic squadron, along the Caribbean
Sea and the eastern coast of South America;
nine, the Pacific fleet, which ranges all the
way from Chile and Peru to San Francisco
and the Sandwich Islands ; nine, the Asialio
squadron, which has jurisdiction in Chinese and
Japanese water*, including the neighborhood
of the Corea, and eight, the European squad-
dron, which upholds our merely ornamental
dignity in the Mediterranean Sea and the Eng¬
lish Cbanuel.

Mr. Robeson suggests that a reduction be
made iu the ptnouiul of llio navy, the grade
of Commodore to be dispensed with at once

and the grades of Admiral and Vice Admiral
to be abandoned with the death or resignation
of the present Incumbents. He makes no sug¬
gestion whatever relative to increasing the
force of war vessels on oar various stations or

increasing the number of enlisted men. It is
stated that the law limiting the number or en¬

listed men to eight thousand has io several

instances prevented much-needed wwr ships
from gettiog to ses by reason of the faot that
their working forces were depleted by sickness
or absence without leave, and that the places
of these useless ones could not be filled by new
recruits without overrunning the Congressional
limit. We do not know that we need more

vessels, but we certainly need to have more
of those now on the list in service. The recent
call for aid firom Havana showed us, just in
time for a very suggestive comment upon Mr.
Robeson's report, that our navy is In a condi¬
tion where it is at least unavailable, and that
in a great emergency we are likely to be left
entirely without that aid and comfort which the
presence of a few gallant men-of-war flying
our flag and bristling with our guns alone can

give. We have American citizens and Ameri¬
can interests in every part of the earth, even
if we have no Amerioan commerce, and one
or onr first duties to these, as well as to our
own safety at home, is to have plenty of war

ships, fully manned, in good condition and
ready for instant and effective service.

Report of the Secretary ef the Treasury.
Mr. Boutwell commences his report on the

national finances with a flattering exhibit.
The pnbUc debt bad been reduced over ninety-
four millions of dollars during the last fiscal
year ending June 80, 1871, and over two hun¬
dred and seventy-seven millions since March,
1860. The annual interest on the debt has
been reduced sinoe the commencement of Gen¬
eral Grant's administration $16,741,436.
The net receipts for the fiscal year ending

June 30, 1871, were:.
From customs $206.270,403
From internal revenue 143,098,1ft?
From sale or public lands 2,383,046
From miscellaneous 81,036,736
Total (omitting fractions) $333,323,944
This statement agrees with what we have

said all along, to the effect that the receipts
would amount to near four hundred millions,
and that the revenue bad been coming in to
swell the amount more than that proportion¬
ately for the last five months.
The expenditures for the fiscal year were:.

For civil and miscellaneous purposes. $63,270,403
For War Department 33,709,t»i
For Navjr Department 19,431,027
For Indians 7,428,997
For pensions 34,443,894
For interest on public debt 125,376,365
Total (fractions omlited) $292,177,138
The true expenditure for the War Depart¬

ment was, however, $44,080,084, as the sum
of $8,280,093 was the proceeds of sales of war
materials and deducted from that amount.
The expenditure for the fiscal jear, therefore,
was $300,457,281. This is stupendous and
unnecessary. After deducting the interest on
the debt the current expenses of the govern¬
ment amounted to $174,880,718. This is
nearly three times the amount expended
twelve years ago and previous to the war.
The civil and miscellaneous expenditures.
whatever the latter may mean.are about as
much as the whole cost of the government be¬
fore the war, including that for the army,
navy, Indians, pensions and everything
else. This is shameful extravagance.
Admitting that forty-four millions arc necessary
for the War Department, nineteen millions
and a half for the navy, seven millions for
the Indian service, and over thirty-four mil¬
lions for pensions, surely sixty-nine or seventy
millions are not needed for the civil service
and miscellaneous objects. We think, indeed,
considerable retrenchment is necessary in the
War Department and other departments in
time of peace and for an economical admin¬
istration of the government; but certainly
the sum for the civil service and miscellane¬
ous purposes is fearfully extravagant.
The receipts for the first qnartcr of the

present fiscal year were $107,198,374. The
estimated receipts for the remaining three
quarters are $238,000,000. Tho total is
$305,198,374. Now, looking at the enormous

receipts for the last quarter and at Mr. Bout-
well's habit of greatly underestimating, we
are inclined to think the revenue for the cur¬
rent fiscal year will amount to about as much
as that of last year, or about four hundred
millions.
The estimated expenditures for the current

fiscal year amount to $293,403,382. This ac¬

tually exceeds the expenditures last year. It
seems impossible for the Secretary to bring
down bis ideas to economy. The expenses
are at least fifty millions too large. Then,
with even the low estimate.an estimate much
too low.ofthe revenue for the remaining three-
quarters of the year, Mr. Boutwell wonld have
about seventy-two millions excess for the pay¬
ment of the debt. We have no doubt he will
have a hundred millions, unless Congress
should make a sweeping reduction of taxation
in spite of the financial policy of the Secretary.
The whole system, both of expenditures and
revenue, is extravagant and demoralizing. A
hundred millions of taxes could be taken ofT,
as we have often said before, and then the
government would have enough for all de¬
mands upon it, if economically administered,
and have a good sum to spare to be applied
to the liquidation of the debt. Mr. Bout-
well says, iadeed, the time has come
when taxation may be reduced, and he
recommends Congress to take certain taxes
off; but his plan is on such a small scale and
the relief proposed so little that hardly any¬
body would feel the benefit. He is a small,
peddling man in this, as in everything else. He
has none of the grasp of a statesman or of a

respectable financier.
We publish in another part of the paper the

Secre ary's report, and our readers will see
the old financial policy continued, with very
slight and unimportant modifications. We
shall take another occasion to discuss it more
fully, and in connection with that Mr. Bout-
well's pet syndicate business, his currency
notions and other matters pertaining to the
administration of tho Treasury Department.
The Depart ef the Department ef the

laterler.

Secretary Delano's report refers in satisfac¬
tory terms to the operations of the Indian
policy of the government. The cash re¬

ceipts for the sale of public lands amounted
to nearly three million dollars, being an

excess In sales of over two millions and a

half acres above those of the previous
year. Although there is a surplus of over

one hundred and elevon thousand dollars
in the Patent Office above expenditures,
an appropriation for tho next fiscal year of
over six hundred thousand dollars is asked.
Is not the Patent Offloa a paying concern ?
Nearly thlrtr-two millions and a half have

been disbursed by the Pension Bureau during
the year. Three-fourths of the census table
are In type. Professor Hayden's geological
surrey of the sources of the Yellowstone and
Missouri rlrers is pronounced a success.
Railway enterprises constitute the burden of
sereral pages of the report. On the whole
the report is a satisfactory exhibit of the
internal affairs of the republic. But there is
one rery important matter we would suggest
to the Secretary: let him hnrry up the pub¬
lication of the census reports.
The Postmaster General's Report.Postal

Teirsraphs aad Havtags Baaks.
The report of the Postmaster General does

not present a rery gratifying exhibit of the
financial affairs of the department. With an
increased revenue for the past year we have
also an increased expenditure nearly equal in
amount, and a total deficit in the ordinary
revenues of $4,350,000. This arises in a

great measure from the opening of new rontes
and the increaso in annual transportation, all
of which are necessary in a young and rapidly
growing republic, where new communities are

constantly carrying life into the wilderness,
and where education and it3 require¬
ments keep pace with the progress of
the country and the prosperity of the people.
The extension of mail facilities throughout
even the most sparsely populated districts is
an imperative duty imposed upon the national
administration, and no mere qaestion of dol¬
lars should be permitted to interfere for an
instant with the bestowal of the benefits and
blessings of a thoroughly efficient mail service
upon those most deserving members of the
community, the pioneers of civilization. The
reorganization of the Southern postal routes,
thrown into such disorder by the war, has also
continued to be a drain upon the resources of
the department during the last year. The
hope is expressed, both in the report and in
the President's message, that the day is not
far distant when the postal service may beeome
self-supporting ; but this is a far less impor¬
tant consideration than its present improvement
and extension. There is no doubt ample room
for reforms in our present system, and they
should be undertaken in a broad spirit of
intelligence and liberality without reference to
cost, except in the exercise of a wise economy
and the enforcement of honesty in all branches
of the department. The readjustment of tho
rates of compensation for the transportation of
mails on railroad routes is absolutely necessary
to insure rapid transmission, and it is a dis¬
grace to the nation that we should depend
upon foreign countries for the bulk of our

ocean mail service. These great points should
no longer be evaded by Congress, and the
Tost Office Department should be brought up
to the standard demanded by the splendid
prospect opening before us as the centre 01 the
commerce of the world.
The Postmaster General recommends the

immediate assumption of the telegraphic
business of the country by bi3 department,
and deprecates further delay in this great
national undertaking as injurious to the public
interests. He also advocates the adoption of
the system of Post Office savings banks now

in successful operation in Great Britain. On
both these points the suggestions of the Post¬
master General are endorsed by the President,
who especially recommends to Congress a

favorable consideration of the plan for uniting
the telegraph and postal systems of the
Unit d States. Government telegraphs are

no longer an experiment. Wherever they
have been adopted in Europe they have
rapidly become self-supporting, while in a

majority of instances they have yielded a

good surplus revenue. As the universal
principle of the government system has been
to invest all the net proceeds year after year
in the extension of telegraphic accommodation
and to decrease the rates to the lowest paying
point, it is evident that as years pass on these
institutions must become more aad more pro¬
fitable with the completion of lines and the
increase of population and of business. When
the government ays'era was confined to a few
of the smaller nations of the European Conti¬
nent the argument of the private telegraph
corporations was that it might succeed in such
countries, but would fail on a more extended
scale. The great success of the English
postal telegraph, however, destroys that
plea, and it has been found that the larger the
area covered by a population the more valua¬
ble to the people becomes the government
system. A few facts alone are sufficient to show
how greatly our own citiz -ns would be bene¬
fited by the low and uniform rates prevailing
in Europe. Messages of twenty words, exclu¬
sive of the address of the recipient, are sent
all distances in Great Britain for twenty-four
cents American money. Thus, from London
to Inverness, a distance of six hundred miles,
a message is despatched at this low rale.

In France the tariff is only twenty cents,
American currency, for twenty words, in¬
cluding the address, and for this a message
can be sent from Calais to Nice, a distance of
seven hundred and eighty miles. In Belgium
and Switzerland a message of twenty words
costs only ten cents for all distances. The
tariff from Calais to Madrid, seventeen hun¬
dred miles, on a twenty-word message, is but
eighty cents, and the same number of words
can be sent from the extreme limits of the*
Prussian territory to the borders of the Baltic
for thirty-seven cents, American money. Those
of our citizens who are in the habit of using
the telegraph lines at home will be able to

judge for themselves of the advantages of the
government system over a private monopoly,
so far as cheapness of rates is concerned.
The lowneas of tariff is not, however, tb&

only or the greatest public advantage of a

postal telegraph. The government seeks to

bring the wires into genera! use, and tbus its
object is to extend the facility for telegraph¬
ing into every p<rt of the country,, while a

private company will only touch at

such points as will yield a profit.
The immediate effect of the assumption
of the business by the government in England
was an increase of thirty to forty p *r cent
in private telegraphing, mainly realized
between the most distant pdnts. In the
United Stales, where the distances between
impor'.aut commercial citit* is so great, the
postal system would bo much enhanced in
value. Tbe longer Ihe time consumed
in the transmission of a loiter bv
mail th<* tu re valuable becomes cheap
telegraphic communication. The ordinary
telegram. dro.>"cd ia ibe l^oit Offlcy. stamped^


